CMS 3340 National Cinemas

Deconstructing Disney/Bonner


The Princess and the Frog (Ron Clements and John Musker, 2009, 97 min.)

Adapted from the story The Frog Prince by the Grimm Brothers.
Cast:


Tiana (Anika Noni Rose)


Prince Naveen (Bruno Campos)


Dr. Facilier (Keith David)


Louis (Michael-Leon Wooley)


Charlotte (Jennifer Cody)


Ray (Jim Cummings)


Lawrence (Peter Bartlett)


Mama Odie (Jenifer Lewis)


Eudora (Oprah Winfrey)


James (Terrence Howard)


'Big Daddy' La Bouff (John Goodman)


Young Tiana (Elizabeth M. Dampier)

Young Charlotte (Breanna Brooks)

Reggie (Ritchie Montgomery)

Darnell (Don Hall)

Two Fingers (Paul Briggs)

Mr. Henry Fenner (Jerry Kernion)

Mr. Harvey Fenner (Corey Burton)

Buford (Michael Colyar)

Marlon the Gator (Emeril Lagasse)

Ian the Gator (Kevin Michael Richardson)

Cousin Randy (Randy Newman)

Louis' Trumpet Playing (Terence Blanchard)

Georgia (Danielle Moné Truitt) 

Abstract (Adapted from Netflix.com and IMDB.com):

A fairy tale set in Jazz Age New Orleans, The Princess and the Frog finds the lives of arrogant, carefree Prince Naveen and hardworking waitress Tiana crossing paths. Prince Naveen is transformed into a frog by a conniving voodoo magician, and Tiana follows suit upon kissing the amphibian royalty. With the help of a trumpet-playing alligator, a Cajun firefly, and an old blind lady who lives in a boat in a tree, Naveen and Tiana must race through the bayous of Louisiana to break the spell and fulfill their dreams.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  How are femininity and masculinity constructed in The Princess and the Frog? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of females and males.

2.  How are race and class constructed in The Princess and the Frog? Consider especially this week’s reading and on race and princesses. Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate the roles expected of differing races and classes.

3.  How does Tiana differ from other Disney princesses/heroines? How is she similar? Give some examples from the film to support your arguments.
4.  Consider the theme of rebellion and independence in The Princess and the Frog. Is this a common theme among the Disney princesses? How does it compare to other films we’ve seen this term? Give examples from the films to support your observations.
5.  What does The Princess and the Frog teach audiences about romance and love? Give some examples from the film, and explain how your examples illustrate it.

6.  What was the historical context in which The Princess and the Frog was made? What are the major historical events that might influence plot, characters, etc? Consider especially the original story on which this film was based and what Disney chose to alter. How might these contexts resonate with contemporary audiences in 2009? Or today?

7.  What are some possible “positive” readings of this film? What “good” lessons does the film teach? Give examples and explain why.

